CHRISTIAN / CHURCH

CHRISTIAN—the name given by the Greeks or Romans, probably in reproach, to the followers of
Jesus. It was first used at Antioch. The names by which the disciples were known among
themselves were “brethren,” “the faithful,” “elect,” “saints,” “believers.” But as distinguishing
them from the multitude without, the name “Christian” came into use, and was universally
accepted. This name occurs but three times in the New Testament (Acts 11:26; 26:28; 1 Pet.

Acts 11:25-26

25 Then he[h] went to Tarsus to search for Saul, 26 and when he found him he brought him to Antioch.
For a whole year they met with the church and taught large numbers. The disciples were first called
Christians at Antioch.

1 peter 4:12-17
Christian Suffering

12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised when the fiery ordeal[l] comes among you to test you as if something
unusual were happening to you. 13 Instead, rejoice as you share in the sufferings of the Messiah, so that
you may also rejoice with great joy at the revelation of His glory. 14 If you are ridiculed for the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.[m] 15 None of you,

however, should suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or a meddler.[n] 16 But if anyone suffers as a
“Christian,” he should not be ashamed but should glorify God in having that name. 17 For the time has
come for judgment to begin with God’s household, and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for
those who disobey the gospel of God?

THE CHURCH

.) The whole body of professing Christians throughout the world (1 Cor. 15:9; Gal. 1:13; Matt. 16:18) are
the church of Christ.

Romans 16: 5 Greet also the church that meets in their home.
Greet my dear friend Epaenetus, who is the first convert[c] to Christ from Asia.[d]
Matt. 18:17-19

17 And Jesus responded, “Simon son of Jonah,[h] you are blessed because flesh and blood did not reveal
this to you, but My Father in heaven. 18 And | also say to you that you are Peter,[i] and on this rock[j] |
will build My church, and the forces[k] of Hades will not overpower it. 19 | will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth is already bound[l] in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth is already loosed[m] in heaven.”



2 Chronicles 7:12-16
The Lord’s Response

12 Then the Lord appeared to Solomon at night and said to him:

| have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for Myself as a temple of sacrifice. 13 If | close the
sky so there is no rain, or if | command the grasshopper to consume the land, or if | send pestilence on
My people, 14 and My people who are called by My name humble themselves, pray and seek My face,
and turn from their evil ways, then | will hear from heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land. 15 My
eyes will now be open and My ears attentive to prayer from this place. 16 And | have now chosen and
consecrated this temple so that My name may be there forever; My eyes and My heart will be there at
all times.



